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STERILIZATION AND CRIMINAL HEREDITY 

worker. The career of social workers in criminal psychology will 
be found as probation officers in connection with juvenile courts, 
as probationary visitors where the suspended sentence or the inde- 
terminate sentence is a feature of criminal procedure, or as res- 
ident researchers in reform schools and reformatories. Many of 
these institutions are beginning to add to their staff assistants who 
have been trained along psychological lines." 

Robert H. Gault. 



STERILIZATION AND CRIMINAL HEREDITY. 

The question of sterilization has been up for discussion repeatedly 
in the pages of this Journal within the last year. But so far every 
writer has limited himself to the operation as mere punishment for de- 
terrence or as a maens for preventing criminal heredity. They have 
been justified perhaps in so limiting themselves; for with such books 
as Davenport's Heredity in Relation to Eugenics and Kellicotf s Social 
Direction of Human Evolution, and with such decisions as occurred in 
the Washington case, and with such blatant legislation as the steriliza- 
tion act in New Jersey or the bill introduced at the last Illinois legisla- 
ture, the impression has gone out that direct inheritance of criminality 
has been proved (see the preambles to practically all the sterilization 
laws so far passed). The critics of such legislation are right in asserting 
that criminal inheritance remains yet to be proved. They may be 
wrong, however, in going on to conclude that sterilization is a "cruel 
and unusual punishment" and of no practical utility. It might con- 
ceivably be of considerable value as a preventive measure from the 
standpoint of reducing irritability, on the analogy of circumcision 
(proved by Warden Johnson's experiments at Folsom prison). And it 
is surely within the rights of the state to prevent habitual criminals, 
insane criminals and defective delinquents from procreating children 
at all, since they are manifestly unfit for rearing them. It is not germs 
of criminality we ought to fear, but lack of constructive parental ca- 
pacity. It would be well if future discussions kept this aspect of the 
problem clearly in view. 

Arthur J. Todd. 



